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VIIZA NELT POIAIN,

IUETING] SLOSHING BELLY
SELE N ©OF THE CURIUS
RAEEIET, DANIEL LOGKED UNCONFORTAELE, RN
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O NEVER
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WIS T BB REVINRED

VITZA WAS TNTREEUED ©OF TN THE FUTURE."
BY THES ZuiEv. SHE HAR SEEN
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(L3742 A NOVEEC0R.
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BATING, PERNAPS Yol
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(ATEA CENTLY
PANIEL'S
HEAD

 ELOATED STONMAGH.

/ HE2 POBSN'T
/[ SEE TO RESIST
IMUCHS

AREARY SEEN [T ')
PREVTY CAPABLE AT
SHALLING

“REEL (oW SeRT
AN WARM [T 152 THERE'S
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TABARO NOTIEES
@UICALY, POINUING
SAVING:

000

B WAS ELOSE. [
[NOW FI2 WASH [P Yo
ENCOUNTERED HIM, THERE'S
Ne WAY Yelr® BE HERE
RIGHTENCO//S
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TTAUA, LISTEN, 1N THE ENP, &
WANTED WIHAT WAS BEST FER
US, BY RIULINGS THAT SNAKE, W3
WOULRAE COTTEN A TISKET
Uy ©F THIS BURP-

RAVILYZ® SHE EREATHS OUT.

BT WHERE PP You WANT
T© GF” (VA ASIS, STIL
SURPRISED AT HIS PROPOSTION.

TNE COULLAYE.o. STARER A
AP [IVA WAS TAEN
ABACR BY THIS, BLUSHING A Bliv.

CIPUST US SELNES,
WElcRUIDVEICOmIENITRCOER S

NI THE SETTLERS, TO
THER LAND, THEY HAVE A LIFRE
e WellpAE NEVER IMASINEDY
TS So MUk BETUER THERE, Yol
HAVE To TRUST MEP




TTABARO), THAT SNAGE TABARD NTERRUPTS, "%

[SN'T THE (MONSTER Yol PONT GARE WHAT THE [ELL
THINE SHI2 1S, SHI2 WAS GoINS 7 1S, MONSTER CR NOTI &
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PTHATS ENCUE
]

I3 THEN,® MIKA SAYS, L), MIR, T SORRY,
AND GOES TO TALR TO RANIEL, BUT T2 BEEN ANAY FRON
TR (2 ALREADY SEEVS MY VATES FOR 700 LONS,
IR [2°S PREPARING TO THEVALL THING EVE EEEN
LEAVE. “BANIELY AT 657 TS PO,
“‘m;v NET ME €O
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AND TN NOT SURE THE N
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EEST 70 BRING ALONS,
DONT YU THINGE™

WELL, &, AP DANIEL
[LORIS FALACEEREASTED, CLEARL
NOvT BPECTING THIS. TWHAT
ARE Vel @oINS T Per”



TWELL, @N SECOND
THOUEHT,” MIZA STARTS,
CVAVER YeUR GUVS MelLD

BB BOTHERED BY THIS

CUT @R MINE.”
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VIIRA CNGE ASAIN
RESCRTS 10 SNeUT BeeRS,
THIS TIUE USING THE ELOWINGS

STeNE AS WELL,

[ PROVIPVLY BATS THE
o e
[HAND,







MIA FOLLOS THE

SNAKE UNTIL THEY REACKH
A FAVILIAR LAREE 7 WAS WHERE
FELD, TAVA'S HOME WAS.
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OF ASH AN (NooR,
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FEREEPIION SUCEESSE

WHILE SH2 AVELES OVER
TO THE SMCXING MOUNR,
MITRA COMES ASROSS A
VERY LARER RED STAIN
ON THE EROLUND.

THE SMELL S
FAMILIAR, AND (VITA
REMENVEERS 1S T2

SAME STINIE THAT GANME
[FROM IAVA'S DAY
ISMECH

SHB NOTIEES
THINES SrTiNe ON T3
STANED EROUND,




MIKA GATHERS SOME ASIDE FROMITIHE

OF THE! ITEMS| TOGEMHER), STRANGEIMETAL CYLINDERS,,
INSPECTING TIHEM! IMIKARECOGNIZES AL
CLOSELY. THE RESTT ASIONCE PART

OF (JAVA.

CD \ /'

SHEINOTICESYASPIECE
OFHERILOINCLOMHSEEATIHERS
FROM HERFHEADPIECE; AND!
BEADS! FROM HERI NECKLACE"




VIRA USTENS 70
SURROUNPINGS.
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/THE SOET RUSTLING ©F
CENTLE BREEZE...

HEAR SO CRUNGHING OF LEAVES
AN, TIIES, THOUe [T STOPS. -
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NONCHALRIIEENDING PONN 5y 15 e SURERIHEARING
ASHENINSPECTING THE 5

ITEMS AGAIN O4LISTEN TO THENN®GDS.

SPERCEPTION



KEEPING IT IN
; MIND, MIKA THEN .
NASHES‘ THE ITEMS
o AND GOES TO THE
— SMOKING MOLIND.

Y4
>Ry

v,
w THERE IS N@THING

. .BUT DESTRUCT!ON HERE,
- A DEATHLY SMOKY an
SCENT FILLING THE




ALATTICE OF WeeREN
PeLES, A Ble DARE floll3
EENEATH|, ‘

- NHEAROLEESISEEM
 RAYRER SULIRRY PESPTE

IMIKACANATS
QUITIEESEE] ANYTHING
TR UHE PARNESS
BELOWAHERN




A PROPS N A SECOND

CLOSELY, 2
CUOSELY. EARTY.co
THEN MDA [ LPgE A
up MIX O A
FROM DEERER WITHIN, (e A
ONE THAT DISTUREED LONG,

LERY IIND,




MITZA, UNPEERRED,
LIFTS P A 138
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. WO

M W W W w»
THE!LATTICE
COLLAPSES ANDI MIKA
FINDSIHERSELE'SPIRALING
DOWNI INTIOF A\ DARK:
TUNNEL.

THEIGROLIND.
ISISLOPED AND)
SLIPPERY,, CALSING
MIKA TOI SLIDE DOWN
DEEPERILINDERGROLIND.
LINCONTROLLABLY:..



MIKAS
TS
ERIGHTIENING.







MIKA TRAVERSES
DOWN THE SNAKE'S
GULLET, KEEPING AN

EYE ON THE OPENING
AHEAD.

AS SHE WALKS
THROUGH, MIKA FINDS
HERSELF STEPPING ON

STRANGE, TRANSPARENT
OBJECTS LITTERED
ACROSS THE GROUND,
CRUNCHING BENEATH
HER FEET.



EMERGING! FROM

THE THROAT, MIKAJIS SHE!STANDS! BEFORE
FLABBERGASTED) AT WHAT  SOME KIND OF: STRANGE
SHE' SEES!NEXT. ALTAR! SOMETHING ABOUT;

THE!PLACE| DISTILIRBS HER'..

THE AIRIIS
MUSTY, FILLED.
WITH" A DANKI AND)
LINEXPLAINABLE
STENCH.

MANY/SNAKES! SIT:
AROLIND, MESMERIZED!
BY: THE!SHRINE.

MIKAALSO!FEELS
A SORT OF ATTRACTION
TOWARDS Ty, THEIWHISPERS]
INFTHE  DENSE AIRTALMOSTTY
BECKONING HER".

LIKE 'SHE
ISN/TMEANT} TO.
BE HERE’



SHE TRIES TO. FIND THE
SNAKE/ THAT ATE HER!STIONE,
BUT ALL OF THEMILOOK! SO SIMILAR);
ESPECIALLY! IN'THIS DARKER
ENVIRONMENT.

MIKA BOWSI DOWN
WITH RESPECT, AT-TEMPTING!
TO SHOW! SHE DOESN/T
MEAN ANY: HARM?

SHE! OPTISI O/ INSPECT:
THETALTAR INSTEAD.



ASISHEIAPPROACHES/ T, THE A SPOT ABOVE THE SHRINEIIS
WHISPERING!IS|EVEN! LOLDER, BUT  SHIMMERING WITH A'STRANGE!LLIGHT,
SHE STILL CAN/T PICK] LIPTWHAT: ANDI THE!CLOSERI MIKAIGETS I TOXIT,
I ISISAYING.. THE  MORETHE VOICESIFILL HERIHEAD),

BOLNCING AROUNDIHERI SKLILL .

IT STARTS TO! GET: PAINELIL,
HER HEAD, POLINDINGI AND/PRESS(IRE
BEING FELT BEHIND HERIEYES' SHE INEEDLESSITOISAY, MIKAICAN T
FELT LIKESTHE! LIGHT WASI PULLING GE[l HERSELFE'TIO! APPROACH!THE
HERJIN. HYPNOTIZING! LIGHT FLIRTHER'
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_
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JUST THEN, MIKA

ONI THE SIDE OF THE
ALTAR.



- PERCEPTION

MIKA; DESPITE THE
INTENSEIFEELINGI OF
PRESSURE!IN'HER HEAD'FROM
GETTING NEAR'THE!LIGHT,
GOES!IN'TOI GRABI THE STONE
ANYWAY,, HERIVISION SWIRLING: *
AS! SHEREACHESIFORIIT....

THE WHISPERS
GROW!LOUDER AND! MORE
SHRILL AS|SHE|GET'S| CLOSER)
PIERCING HER! SKUILL IKE
NEEDLES -



ONCE SUCCESSELULLY:
‘TAKING! BACK THE STONE;
MIKAINOTICESI THE ' SNAKES
ARE WATICHING HER
INTENTLY NOW.

ASIE
ANTICIPATING HER TO!
DO SOMETHINGI WITH

(s



BUT THE SNAKES CLEARLY: DO)

MIKAGETS READY. NOT LIKE THIS) AS|THEY. START
MOIRLACERKESSTIOINE HISSING INCESSANTILY:
INTO) THE, MIDDLE| OF ‘THE
ALTAR.:
& ..
e

MIKAJRETRACTISITIHE
STONE; ANDITHEY GO,
SILENT ONCE! AGAIN.



THEIONLY, OTHER:
THING ONIMIKA’SIMIND)
IS TOISWALLOW! THE

THE SNAKES!DOINOT}
OBJECT.



MIKA LETS THE
STONE! SETLE IN HER)
STOMACH A LTTTLE
BEFORE!SHE STARTIS TO.
FEEL A TINGLY SENSATION
[ ; CRAWL LIP'HER SPINE AND)
INTOHER HEAD.

SHE!DOESN/T FEEL MLICH,
ELSE} BUT- SENSES| SOME~
THINGIHASICHANGED.
ABOLUIT HER:..




MIKA ATTEMPTS THE 'SNAKES

TO COMMLUNICATE WITH: DON/ T SPEAK] AND:
THE SNAKES. ONLY: GIVEIPUZZLED.
LOOKS.
“HEY, ANY OF

YOUIKNOW WHAT;
HAPPENEDITO)
ME?Z*



SHE THENINOTICES
THEIWHISPERSIEFROMITHE:!
ALTAR ARE' SOLINDING!
AGAIN~

MIKA APPROACHES
THE'ALTAR AND/REALTZES
THE!LIGHT HAS CHANGED,

A BRIGHT VERTICAL

LINE IN THE CENTER
OF I

SHE CAN HEARIA
FEW PHRASES AMID.
THEIWHISPERING!..

THIS TIME SHETHINKS
SHE CANI PICK: IP'SOME

FAMILIAR WORDS

HER'HEAD NO)

LONGER HLRTSIWHEN

SHE GETISINEAR! It

. ..SEE'IT..."

“...CAN/T ENTER

. .FEINDIME..*

“..-MUST DIE.

)



MIKA TRIES TOIGE: SOME!SORT OF FORCE

CLOSERITO THEISTRANGE STIOPS| HER' FROM MOVING
LIGHT,, REACHING QU HERIHAND. IN|.TOO FAR.

FOR'IT.

CLCANTE ENTER.. = MORE:..
MATTER..."

Y EMBRACE:.."
... ASCENSION..."




| b s THEN, v‘ \
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A@oﬁlém@é%

\(

\ 'ITQ§
; H@NESTL urr




“OH, IT'S YOU! SHIN, SHINISEEMS HAPPY:
RIGHT? WE REALLY. MEET LIP MIKA'REMEMBERS!HISTNAME'.

AT THE\WEIRDEST TIMES,* MIKA “TIELL MEIABOUTT [T}, *
SAY'S), TRYINGI TOISOLIND. THEIRAT SAYS. “ITI SEEMS
INNOCENT ABOUT THE YOLUR JOURNEY HASILEDYOL!
WHOLE SITUATION. TO! A DENI OF SNAKES*

. > “YOUI SEEM O BE!DOING
POORILOST RABBIT: JUST; FINE, REGARDLESS!



MIKA RAISES HERIVOICE,

THE SNAKES START TO “GOSH), YOU MUSTVE GOTTEN
NOTICE SHIN'AND/ QUIETILY' Y OURSELF QUITE A CATCH!" SHE LOOKS
HISSIIN DISAPPROVAL AT: DOWN! AT} THE!RAT'’S | SLOSHING! GUT;.
HISIPRESENCE SHINISMILES| AND PROUDLY. PAT'S

HIS! BLOATED. STOMACH.

“JUST SOMEONEI WHOIWAS

UINFORTLINATE ENOLGHI TO. BE IN MIKA THEN| ASKS), SO WHAT;
MY/ PATH: NOTHINGIWILL BEILOST'  BRINGS, Y.OLI HERE, SHINZ THE
WITH! HIM GONE, T CAN RATI BEAMS), SEEMING! O ENJOY.
ASSURE YOLI* MIKA’S| CLRIOSITY.:

“MUCH! LIKE YOU, T AM
AN EXPLORER! I‘VE TAKEN
ANFINTEREST TO! ALTARS),

LIKEI THISIONE.*

“GOODNESS), A POORISWEET
THINGILIKE| YOURSELE MUSTVE
BEEN IN SHOCK COMING ACROSS!A
CREEPY/ PLLACE! LIKEITHIS .*



SHIN SLOWLY "BUT NO NEED.
APPROACHES MIKA, TO WORRY
ARATHER ALLLIRING INNOCENT LITTLE
IN HIS EYES. OVER IT. THE SNAKES:




MIKATAT-IEMPTIS O
CAPTIVATEISHIN; AS SHE
SENSES THAT ISTWHAT THE

RATHISETIRYING TO)
ACCOMPLISHIHIMSELE .

BV ERST/MIPRETTY.
(COEDIATHITE A GIRL'S

COMTAWORKALIP A GOOD
OIGET THROLGH
THE DAY



“SAY, I'DILOVE TOIKNOW.

MORE| ABOUT THESE ALTARS. T'M AFFEZ?‘:EDS?MTSH‘ =
NOT AS| DUMBI AS] YOUI THINK, % MIKA L s

SAYS) MAKING! SURE TO! GIVEI HER o

VOICEIA SEXY,, SMOOTH DRAWL :

“WELL, T'SUPPOSEIT "YOUI SEE, THESE| ALTIARS
CANIENTERTAIN| YOUI THIS TIME'  ARE PLACES OFWORSHIRIFOR
I'D SAY) YOU EARNED) T} FOR CERTAN BERNSS, WHEN A
UNCOVERING THIS ONE INITHE  CEREMONY. OF WORSHIPITAKES
FIRSTH PLACE,* HE| BEGINS. PLACE, (A UNIEUE ENEISY (S

CONTRIBUTED! TO THE ALTAR.*

“THISIENERGY. IS/ FAITH, AND!
THATSIWHAT THEIGODS NEED)
TO FLOURISH.*



SUDDENLY,, SHINI APPEARS]

SURPRISED! “WAIT A MINUTE, WITHIA'CHUCKLE,
HOW! DID) YOUI HEAR THAT WORD HE CONTINUES: “VERY.
AND!NOT;....2 HE CLEARS! HIS| THROAT,  NTRIGUING. YOUIREALLY.
HIS) BELLY/ CLENCHING AND AREN/T- AN ORDINARY.
BOUNCING: BUNNY.Z

HE THEN BELCHES]
LOUDLY,, A'SOGGY BANDANA
EXIMING HIS GUTS:



MIKA GIVEST ANEXASPERATIED!
LOOK. “WHAT DID}YOU MEAN THERE?
YOUIWEREITRYING TOISWAY: ME;
WEREN'T YOUZ WITH SOME SPELL?*

“YOU=-YOU REALLY: DON:T:
KNOWZ* SHINIROARS I WITH
LALUGHTER:.

“T APOLOGIZE: THAT IS JUST
ENDEARING, BUT OH, YoU
POOR THING.*

“I CAN/T PUT [T PAST
AN EARTHENITO GRASP!THIS,
AND! CLEARLY' YOU HAVE'NO.
IDEA WHATF YOU’VE GOTTEN:
YOURSELE INTO!



MIKA, ANNOYED, TIAKESTA DEEP
BREATH, CHANGING! THE SUBJECT;  —

AND FOCUSINGION THE HEADBAND Uy CEFONES 10

JABARO). SO Y.OUATE HIM.*

SHINISPIT OUT:.
SHIN;, COMPOSINGIHIMSELFE; “HOW, DID)Y.OU
SMILES| SEXILY, “SMART GIRL* HEl = GEM HIMZ* SHE
SIGHS! “I GLESS I THERE'S/NO) ASKS®
USE HIDING IT.*

“ISN/T T OBVIOUS)
FROM HOW!I QUICKLY:

I FOLIND YOUZ THE DOPE
WASITAILING! YOU.*

“THOUGHI I:D) TEACH
HIM WHAT HAPPENS]
WHEN ONE!DISAPPOINTS
ME,# HE SMIRKS.

)

“I THINK T DID.
YOUI A FAVOR.*



“T/M|SURPRISED. YOU ASKED: vl HAVE NO| IDEA INHAT:
T FIGURED) YOUI DIDNT CARE FOR. v o(:VE DONE!TOIY OURSELE) AND
HIMYYOUIWANT: HIM OUTZIWELL, - NoW /Y OLI;RE INIFOR A FUTLURE

LET ME/INPULGEYOU FULL OF PAIN/ AND MISERY"
ON| SOMETHING.

“PERHAPS T CANIRELIEVE
YOU G2 T[NV A VDL, Do MAVE (Y (YD THAT
PERHAPS 2 T{M| STARVING, ANDIYOUI yiio ol ortvi o e o
LOOK] ABSOLUTELY/DELICIOUS,
MY, DEAR

MIKAJIS TAKENIABACK! BY.
THISIINVITATION, BUT THENI
HEARSITHE SOFT BUT SHRILL

WHISPER!IN'HERIHEAD!

“EMBRACCCE.... AFTERLIFEFE.. .
FEFIND:... MEEE...*

SHIN CONTINUES), “YOULL-
BEILLLLED! INTOI A'DEEP SLLIMBER
YOU WON/T-FEEL A'THING.*



“OHIYEAHZ WELL, WHY.
AREN‘T: YOU AERAID: OF INHERITING!
THISPAINFAND MISERY:" AFTER
EATING MEZ* MIKA QUESTIONS.

“LET'S|GET THISI OVER
WITH; SHALL WEZ* HE THEN;
SUGGESTSI IMPATIENTLY:.

SHIN SCOFES) REPLYING,
“THAT WAS THE PLAN. T/ DONT:
CARE T.OHOLD TWO INSIDE.
KINDAWEIGHS ME/DOWN. "

“INHERITING? TVE ALREADY,
INHERITED T, SILLY: BLINNY.. I?VE
LIVED WITH IITF FOR A LONG!
TIME: NOINEED TO WORRY:
ABOUT: THIS' RAT},* SHIN' SAYS
WITH A CHUCKLE

MIKAHESITATES, THEN
DEMANDS), “T. WANT YO/ TG
RELEASE JABARO) FIRST.*

WITHTHAT;, SHIN/S
STOMACHICHURNSIAND,
WRITHES! ASIHEIFORCESIHIS
MEAL BACK: UP.



IT*STAPPARENT SOONIENOLIGH
THAT THEIRAT WASN T LYING; AND.
I WASTINDEED! JABAROI WHOIWAS

INFHISTBELLY..

MIKATALMOSTT PITIES
JABARO), BUT HE!IS} INDEED.
LUCKY..

HE’SIBEEN IN TWO.
STOMACHSI AND! STLL
MANAGED! TOIGET OUIT

ALIVE.

“THERE,* SHIN SAYS' “SEE?
HESTALIVEFAND WELL . 'HE
JUST MAY: BEITHE!LLICKIESTE
CHEETAH ON:THE PLANET TO
HAVEISUCHI A KIND! BUNNY-LIKE
YOUFOR A FRIEND.*



“NOW, OURIAGREEMENI!*
SHINICASTISI FORIH THE TENDRIL
THAT HE' BOUNDIKUVA WITH
BEFORE, Il WRAPPING! AROLIND)
MIKAWITH BLINDING SPEED.,

SHEIFEELSISHIN'S)
RAWIPOWER] A ’ 3 UGS
HER'INJEFEGOR

STRAIGHT TOWARDS
HIS/DARK: GLILLET.






" E"gﬂ‘;ﬁs‘giETng‘;gT " SHIN| SIGHS DREAMILY,
. SAYING, "DELICIOUS

POOL OF BUBBLING ACIDS

WAITING FOR, HER: CIRES
HIS STOMACH CHLRNS )
AND GURGLES NOISILY, YOU MAKE A BETTER
HAPPY WITH THE REPLACEMENT MEAL FOR SURE. I FEEL EVEN
MEAL. FULLER," THE RAT SAYS WITH

A BELCH.



“WHY/RE YO IN'SUCH
A HLIRRY, TOIEAT. MEI ANYWAYZ*
MIKATASKS), WRIGGLING TIO) GET:
INFAS|COMEORITABLE OF A
POSITION AS SHE CAN.

“EH}, NO, RUSH}* HETANSWERS .
“WAS! HARD. TIO TELL HOW MLICH|
LONGERI THAT DUMBICHEETAH
HAD! BEFORE HE!WAS' A/ GONER'*

“WELL, HOW, ABOLIT} YOLR
WEIRD) LANGUAGE  THENZ Y.OU
CALLED ME! AN/ EARTHEN: WHAT'D: SHINILALGHS), “EVEN/ ONITHE
VOUIMEAN, BY. THATZ" VERGE OF BEING! DIGESTED Y.OU
ARESTILL SO CURIOUS' HOW.
UTTERLY. ADORABLE .

“AN! EARTHEN!ISIWHAT YO,
ARE, AN'AIMLESS| WANDERER/ ONLY:
SLIGHTLY: BETTER THAN A
FERAL ANIMAL

YOUISIT FAR, FARIDOWNI
ALONGITHE FOOD: CHAIN, MY-
DEAR; AND I'M HAPPY Y.OL
LINDERSTTAND! YOLIRIPLLACE



MIKA; IRRITATED BY THIS, ) N
BRINGS BACK HER FOOT,

[}

THENJLETSILOOSENA
ROWERIKICK!!




SHIN COUGHSIA /

COURLEITIMES BUTTH “I DIDN/T MEANTIO)
LALGHS HYSTERICALLY, = HURT YOURIFEELINGS))
FHEWAS N SWEETHEART//NYEESH!
TICKLED) Y
NOTQUITIE THE!
REACTIONIMIKATWAS,)

EXPECTING HOPINGIEOR):



FROM HISIMOM
\ SLUMBER.

A7

GODS:
(OH|GODS]

“TODAYSIVOUR|LUCKY, %',
DAY, CAT! VOURIRABEIT L |

FRIENDISWAPPED) PUACES) Ly
BEANS

SWHAS WHERE! &

z

ERENGIESINAN
BUTH KEEPS HIS|FEAREUL
THE®




SUGH!TYMITIRED
OFISEEINGIOURISTLPID.
FACE!IGETHOUTTA HERE

“ANDITELLYOURILADY,
FERIENDIABOUT MIKAISISELELESS)
SACRIEICETTHATISAVEDIY.OLR]
WORTHUESSJASS!



|
| SWHEW) SORRY/ABOLIT) \
THAT. HM? GETTINGISIEERY 2 \
T,TOLD YOUIITDINORK: \
THATINAY.:

~ (
“HEH. SOON YO JUST
BUNNY/SOLP) SLOSHING

ZANYTHING LIRE]
TO) SAY/ BEFORE MY/ STOMACH
GETSITO: ‘







MIKA FINALLY
SUCCUMBS TO THE RAT,
DARKNESS OVERTAKING

HER.

AS HER BODY
FAILS, MIKA RECALLS
OLD MEMORIES,
SPECIFICALLY THOSE
WITH THE JACKAL
PRINCE.

TIME SEEMS TO SLOW
AS SHE CRAWLS GRADUALLY
TOWARDS DEATH, THE
SOUNDS AROUND HER
BECOMING MUFFLED.




THERE IS PEACEFLUL
SILENCE...AND THEN...

"TAKE MY HAND."






BRISHT SEPIA FILS
MIRA’S VISION. SHE FEELS S
IS BEING PROPELLED
FORWARD, AS I SHE
WERE CAUSHT 1N
RAPIDS,

SHE CAN SEB STRANEE,
FISH SILHOUETTES
RIDING ALONG WITH HER,



MIRA LOOKS AROUND
[FOR THE "HAND” SHE WAS
TOLD TO "TAKE,” BUT
GANT FIND [T ANVINHERE
AT THE MOMENT.

COUNTLESS AMOUNTS CF
THE FISURES SIWIMIMING
[FORWARD,



SHE NOTICES A “RISH”
APPROACHES SIDEN

MIRA GETS A
STRONG UREE TO
INTERACT WITH THIS
STRANGE THING IN

SOME WAY.



MIRA ATTEMPTS
TO SPEAR TO THE FISH, BUT
NOTHING COMES OUT.

THE ONLY THING SHE
CAN HEAR 1S THE MUFFLED
SOUND OF RUSKING WATER

AL AROUND HER,

SHE2 THAT THE
FISH PAY ATTENTION
TO PESPIB EFFORTS,



OVERWHELIVED WITT
CURIOSITY, MIXA PECIDES
TO PEVOUR THE FISH.

SIIMMING [N FRONT O
T, MIIXA OFENS HER SUPPOSED
RIOUTE, LETTING THE FISH SWI
RIGHTT INTO I
FEELS LIKE [T HAS GEEN FILLED,
WASHING OVER HER.



SOON, THAT SATISBACTION PURING THE STRUEELZ,
IS GAST ANAY AS A ALURRY OF MIZA TRIES TO FOCUS HER
PANICIED FIL THOUEHTS ON SOVETHING

S INSIPE: ELESE?

A PAIN SWELLS [N
HER HEAD, AND SHEE STARTS
TO THINK ABOUT [ER ARMS ER GHOSTLY FORM
AND HANDS, REACHING OUT BEGINS TO TAE SHAPE..

CRABEING [T.



1N TIME, MIKA SHAPES

HER FIBUIRE TO TAKE UP THE
ANTHIRO FORM SHE ONCE
HAD,
l'.l.” BARS, HER
g_ﬂ:g@§
7 AL GRAPUALLY
STARTS T0 CONE
BACK, ALBET WITH THE
SAME CHOULISH BUT [ WAS A Ble
LOOK.

NONETHELESS,



UP AMBAD, MIZA
NOTICES SONMETHING SHIMMERING

HER,
SHE REBAUZES THE BRISHT
IS THAT OF A

HANDY









